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After Hours office: the Ministry of Children  
and Family Development office that receives  
and responds to child protection reports outside 
of regular business hours.

Child Protection Social Worker: collects 
information, responds to child protection reports, 
conducts child protection investigations, removes 
children, attends court, works with families, and 
plans for the return of children or for continuing 
custody.

Community Services Manager: within a 
given geographical area, performs a variety 
of management functions: supervision, 
consultation, advice and support to team leaders 
regarding the planning and delivery of child 
welfare services. This includes youth justice, 
child and youth mental health, child protection 
and family services. Also provides administrative 
management functions such as contract, budget 
and human resource management.

Child protection investigation: a process 
of inquiring into or tracing through inquiry, 
collection of information and interviews with 
parents, teachers, daycare providers, public  
health nurses, physicians, and extended family 
members to determine whether a child is in  
need of protection.

Child protection report: a report received 
about a child’s need for protection due to abuse 
or neglect. Reports are assessed pursuant to 
sections 13 and 14 of the CFCS Act. A response 
includes taking no further action, referring the 
family to support services, providing a family 
development response, providing a youth 
response (if the child is a youth), or conducting  
a child protection investigation.

Community-based victim services: contracted 
services funded by the Ministry of Public Safety 
and Solicitor General. Programs are located in 
community agencies and support all victims of 
power-based crimes. Services include emotional 
support, justice system support, liaison services, 
and referrals.

Domestic Violence Courts: courts that are 
dedicated to domestic violence cases and have 
the underlying principles of increased safety for 
victims, early intervention for low-risk offenders, 
vigorous prosecution for serious and/or repeat 
offenders, commitment to rehabilitation and 
treatment, and coordinated systems response.

Family development response: an approach to 
child protection reports when, according to an 
assessment, the risk of harm can be managed 
through the provision of intensive, time-limited 
support services. It includes a strengths-based 
assessment of the family’s capacity to safely care 
for a child, and provision of support services, 
instead of a child protection investigation.

Glossary
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Intake: a process by which child protection 
reports and requests for service are introduced 
into a ministry office. These reports and requests 
for service are discussed at intake meetings and 
are assigned to social workers for follow up.

Power-based crimes: crimes related to 
violence in relationships, sexual assault, criminal 
harassment, child abuse/assault, adult survivors 
of childhood abuse, and children exposed to 
family violence.

Team leader: a supervisor of a team of social 
workers.
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Section 12 of the Representative for Children and Youth Act (2006) authorizes the 
Representative for Children and Youth to conduct reviews of critical injuries and deaths 
of children in care or receiving services from the Ministry of Children and Family 
Development. Section 15 authorizes the establishment of a Multidisciplinary Team  
to provide advice respecting reviews and investigations.

Investigations of critical injuries and deaths
12 (1)	 The representative may investigate the critical injury or death of a child if, after the 

completion of a review of the critical injury or death of the child under section 11, 
the representative determines that

(a)	the reviewable service or the policies or practices of the ministry or other 
public body responsible for the provision of the reviewable service may have 
contributed to the critical injury or death, and

(b)	the critical injury or death

(i)	 was, or may have been, due to one or more of the circumstances set out  
in section 13 (1) of the Child, Family and Community Service Act,

(ii)	occurred, in the opinion of the representative, in unusual or suspicious 
circumstances, or

(iii)	was, or may have been, self-inflicted or inflicted by another person.

(2)	The standing committee may refer to the representative for investigation the 
critical injury or death of a child.

(3)	After receiving a referral under subsection (2), the representative

(a)	may investigate the critical injury or death of the child, and

(b)	if the representative decides not to investigate, must provide to the standing 
committee a report of the reasons the representative did not investigate.

Appendix A: Representative  
for Children and Youth Act
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File Review Report 
Child Not In Care

Name: Christian Thomas Lee

Date of Birth: August 06, 2001

Date of Death: September 4, 2007

Legal Status: Not in care

Aboriginal: No

Region: Vancouver Island

Fatality Type: Stabbing

Methodology: This case review contains information from the following source documents:

•	 Family Service File for Sunny Park Yong Sun

•	 Coroner’s Kimble report

•	 Reportable Circumstance Report for Christian Lee.

This review references the following source documents:

•	 The British Columbia Risk Assessment Model (1996)

•	 Best Practices Approach: Child Protection and Violence Against Women 
(May 2004)

•	 The Risk Assessment Model for Child Protection in British Columbia (1997)

A. Circumstances
The police called the Director on September 4, 2007 seeking the names and ages of any children in 
the Lee/Park Yong Sun family home. They indicated that Peter Lee had barricaded himself inside with 
two bodies and that a female had called them during the incident and was believed to be one of the 
victims. The emergency response team eventually forced entry into the house where they found five 
people deceased, including Christian and his parents.

Information provided by the attending Coroner, on the morning of September 4, 2007, indicated 
Christian Thomas Lee’s body was found near the master bedroom next to a female body. An adult 
male, believed to be the assailant and Christian’s father, was lying across Christian’s body. There 
were obvious incised wounds.

Appendix B: MCFD Internal File Review
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B. Family Information
Child: 	 LEE, CHRISTIAN THOMAS	 2001Aug06

Mother: 	 PARK YONG SUN, SUNNY	 1974SEP02

Father: 	 LEE, PETER HYUN JOON	 1968OCT14

Grandmother:	 (name deleted due to confidentiality)	 Unknown DOB

Grandfather: 	 (name deleted due to confidentiality)	 Unknown DOB

C. Context
Christian’s death precipitated this File Review and has been prompted by the significant public 
profile associated with the nature of the family’s deaths on September 4, 2007. The objectives of this 
case review are to examine the apparent practice, at an individual case level and at a systemic level, 
as it relates to Christian’s family and community circumstances.

The Scope of the File Review
This file review will examine the ministry files related to the child and his parents and all other 
relevant documents and records from August 3, 2007 to the time of their deaths. The review will 
give particular attention to the planning and decision making from the Director’s involvement, and 
will identify practice strengths and areas for improvement. The review is limited to an examination 
of file documentation and does not result in findings.

D. Chronology and Analysis
The Lee/Park Yong Sun family had lived in several communities in Victoria including Oak Bay, James 
Bay, Westshore, and Victoria proper but had only one intake with the Ministry. They became known 
to the Director on August 6, 2007 when the Victoria City Police reported a long history of domestic 
violence.
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Intake #1: August 6, 2007 – Refer to Community Agency
On August 6, 2007 the Victoria City Police reported to MCFD Afterhours that they had charged Peter 
Lee with unlawful confinement and assault causing bodily harm to his wife, Sunny Park Yong Sun. 
Police information indicates that on July 31, 2007, after the couple had dropped off their 6 year 
old son, Christian to a program, the couple had a heated argument. Peter intentionally drove their 
vehicle into a hydro pole resulting in Sunny sustaining a broken right arm, lacerations and bruising 
to her nose and abrasions on the lower part of her legs. There was a history of domestic violence 
and Sunny was seeking a divorce. On August 2, 2007 Peter had been released with a no contact 
order regarding his wife, home and business. All of the couple’s financial assets, including their 
business, were signed over to Sunny and Peter was noted by the police to have no job, no home and 
to be destitute. Peter was a reservist with the Fleet Diving Unit for the Navy. The police suggested 
that Peter would want access to his son, Christian.

On August 7, 2007 the intake was assigned to the Social Worker who consulted with the Acting 
Team Leader. The plan was to assess the report in order to determine the need for service. The file 
indicates that at some point a decision was made not to investigate, but to refer the family to a 
community agency. A request for information was sent to the Victoria Police Detachment regarding 
Sunny and Peter. The Social Worker called Sunny Park Yong Sun who said that she was staying 
in Vancouver with family and felt safe. She was seeking a divorce, wanting help to sell the house 
and had spoken with someone from a transition house. Sunny briefly reviewed the events of the 
accident and said that Peter had been beating her up for the past 7 years. The Social Worker advised 
Sunny to place Christian’s name on the no contact order. Sunny was returning to Victoria in less 
than a week and agreed to meet with the Social Worker at that time.

On August 10, 2007 the Victoria Police Department (VPD) sent a facsimile to the Ministry office 
containing 9 police contacts with the family. These were listed on the intake. The VPD suggested that 
the Oak Bay and Westshore Police Departments also be contacted which was done the following week.

The Social Worker received an email from Peter’s Probation Officer offering to send a copy of 
Peter’s bail order and it arrived on August 15, 2007 with his 8 conditions attached. His charges were 
dangerous driving causing bodily harm, aggravated assault and unlawfully causing bodily harm. 
Court was set for August 29, 2007.

Peter’s Probation Officer sent an email on August 16, 2007 advising that Sunny had requested to 
have Christian’s name included on the no contact order.
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The Social Worker spoke with Peter Lee on August 16, 2007. He said that the allegations regarding 
the car accident were false and he denied the year old unlawful confinement charges. Twice he 
expressed a desire to see Christian and was advised to speak with a lawyer. The terms of the no 
contact order were reviewed by the Social Worker and twice Peter agreed to abide by them. Peter 
said that Sunny wrote a letter giving Peter custody of Christian if they divorced but he did not know 
where to find the letter. Peter also stated that Sunny had a “huge drinking problem”, like her sister 
and father. He admitted that he and Sunny had pushed each other and there was verbal abuse. He 
acknowledged that Christian should not be exposed to domestic violence.

The Social Worker attended the family home on August 20, 2007 to interview Sunny and observe 
Christian. During this interview, Sunny revealed that there had been ongoing arguments between 
her and Peter. The day before the car accident, they were discussing a divorce. Peter asked her 
to reconsider her decision when they were In the car the following day. When Sunny confirmed 
she was sure about the divorce, Peter said, “I’m sorry” and drove into the post. The Social Worker 
questioned whether there was a history of domestic violence. Sunny related a few incidents in 
which Peter was violent and threatening. Peter pushed her when she was holding Christian as 
an infant and she fell holding him. Peter had punched her in the nose when he was driving and 
Christian was in the back seat. She got a nose bleed but did not report the incident. Sunny further 
reported that Peter had a bad temper and broke chairs and desks which was observed by Sunny’s 
father and Christian. Sunny’s sister and Christian also witnessed Peter threaten to kill Sunny while 
making stabbing motions with a knife. Sunny indicated she could not recall the specific dates of 
these incidences, only that they happened quite recently. The Social Worker learned that Christian 
had not been physically abused by Peter. However, Peter used to bite Christian in play until Christian 
asked him to stop about a year or two earlier. Peter would yell at Christian.

When asked about Peter’s history, Sunny indicated Peter attended gambling treatment in 2004 and 
had stopped drinking and gambling at that time. Sunny was asked about her own alcohol use and 
she reported she would drink socially, 3 or 4 beers maximum. She also stated that neither she nor 
Peter used drugs.

When asked about her future plans, Sunny indicated that she was seeking a new lawyer and would 
be contacting a psychologist and a family violence support service. The Social Worker explained her 
role and the safety plan was further developed to include adding Christian to the restraining order, 
allowing only supervised visits for Peter with Christian and contacting the Separation and Divorce 
Centre. Sunny stated she wanted full custody of Christian; otherwise, she would give him to Peter. 
Sunny was advised that the Director would step in to protect Christian if she gave full custody of 
Christian to Peter. She agreed to call 911 and/or the Ministry helpline if Peter arrived at the home. 
She said that she felt safe as Peter had not come to the home and her relatives were staying with 
her. There was also a security system in the home.
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Both Peter and Sunny called on August 21, 2007 to clarify the Director’s plan regarding Christian’s 
custody. Peter’s lawyer also called on August 24, 2007 to further clarify the Director’s position if 
Peter received full custody of Christian. This was the Director’s last contact with this family.

On August 28, 2007 in response to the Social Worker’s request, the Oak Bay Police Department sent 
the Department’s records of involvement with Peter including a cover letter. The Social Worker was 
on holidays when the information arrived and did not see it until her return, September 4, 2007. 
The file indicates that the Social Worker had also requested records from the Westshore Police 
Department, but there is no record of a response from that Department.

Analysis:
Although the only intake in this file was coded as a “Referral to Community Services”, the actions 
taken were consistent with an investigation; all of the required steps of an investigation were 
completed except an interview of Christian who was observed during a home visit. Collaterals were 
contacted as the worker was diligent in requesting criminal record Information about Peter Lee from 
civilian police forces. The Victoria Police Department responded but unfortunately, one detachment 
did not respond and the other sent information in a letter dated August 28, 2007. The social worker 
did not see this response until she returned from holidays September 4, 2007. This information may 
have led to greater attention to the results of the court day of August 29, 2007 when the driving 
incident was being addressed. As Peter was a member of the Naval Reserves it may have been useful 
to contact the Military Police for a history of their involvement with the family, as this can be done 
when a serving member of the Armed Forces is involved in an intake. However the Social Worker 
was not aware of this fact until after the child’s death. Considering the severity of the incident that 
brought this file to the Director’s attention and the long history of domestic violence as reported by 
the Victoria City Police, the code of investigation may have been better suited to this intake.

The social worker also interviewed the parents and documented observations of Christian during a 
home visit. The style and depth of the face to face interview with Sunny was investigative in nature. 
The telephone interview of Peter was again investigative. The social worker allowed Peter to express 
his concerns and then reviewed Peter’s bail terms which were part of the safety plan for Christian. 
Interviewing Peter by telephone was a safe decision for the worker and the decision to interview 
Peter and Sunny separately was sound.

The documentation, development of a safety plan and other actions taken in this intake are 
consistent with an investigation. It appears that the social worker went beyond assessing the report, 
and moved to an actual investigation.
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As the document Best Approaches: Child Protection and Violence Against Women indicates  
“[v]iolence towards the mother frequently escalates during intervention, separation and/or court 
proceedings.” All of these factors were in play for the Lee/Park Yong Sun family. A victim of 
violence cannot gauge the assailant’s emotions or whereabouts when they are separated. The Best 
Approaches document suggests that the mother and child reside somewhere unknown to the 
abuser. Sunny and Christian returned to their family home which had an alarm system. Sunny’s 
assessment of her and Christian’s security was based on the fact that Peter had not attended the 
home and there were three other adult relatives living with her. Sunny could not know Peter’s 
mental or emotional state because of the separation and thus, could not predict Peter’s behaviour. 
The Social Worker however, did review a safety plan with Sunny and who she should contact as 
recommended in the Best Approaches document.

Status of Reviews/Investigations:

Full Review: Not applicable

Police: Completed

Coroner:

F. Summary
There was only one intake on the Lee/Park Yong Sun family which was less than a month old at the 
time of the family’s deaths. The intake was generated from a report of domestic violence by the 
police. The family members were later killed by the father and he committed suicide afterwards. 
There was a lengthy history of involvement with the local police and several court hearings pending, 
including an application for divorce. The Social Worker was only advised of police involvement 
when the incident had escalated to the point where the father injured the mother by deliberately 
driving their vehicle into a power pole less than a month before the murders. The Social Worker 
took a supportive role with Sunny Park Yong Sun as she was taking appropriate steps to protect 
herself and her son. The Social Worker was concerned that Sunny would give Christian to his father 
if they were granted joint custody. Sunny was, however, requesting full custody of their son and 
understood the Social Worker would not agree to Peter having full custody of Christian. Despite 
a safety plan and Peter’s agreement to abide by the restraining order, Peter killed his family and 
himself as well as two of his in-laws.

Although this intake was coded as a referral to community, the approach taken was consistent with 
an investigation. The only step missed in an investigation was an interview of Christian and he was 
observed. Regardless of the coding, it would not have had any bearing on the safety planning by the 
worker or the end result of this tragedy. If the local police had advised the Social Worker of their past 
involvements when they were occurring, the decision about how to respond and whether protective 
services were required would have been based on more thorough and accurate information.
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This file exhibits examples of thorough practice such as contacting the local police detachments for 
their past involvement with the Lee/Park family. The Social Worker conducted an in person interview 
of Sunny Park Yong Sun In her home and documented descriptive observations of Christian. The 
Social Worker also thoroughly reviewed a safety plan with Sunny and reviewed all of the terms of 
the restraining order for Peter with him.

Practice could be strengthened by coding serious domestic violence situations as investigations, 
rather than support files. If the local police detachments contacted the Director following all 
domestic situations to which children may be exposed, a more comprehensive understanding  
of a family’s history could be gained.

Recommendations:
1.	 The Victoria City Police and Ministry offices in the Victoria will develop a more co-operative and 

integrated response to domestic violence incidents. Strategy: The Community Services Manager 
will arrange a meeting by February 29, 2008 with the Victoria City Chief of Police to discuss 
protocols and strategies for working together in domestic violence cases.

2.	 The Ministry’s practice guidelines for domestic violence cases will be promoted amongst 
social work staff in the Greater Victoria Area. Strategy: The Community Services Manager will 
distribute the document: “Best Approaches: Child Protection and Violence Against Women” to 
team leaders in the South Island by February 29, 2008.

3.	 The Victoria Child Protection Services Team (KPF) will review best practice guidelines in domestic 
violence cases including assessing the appropriate response to child protection reports in these 
cases. Strategy: The CFD Consultant for the South Island will give a presentation to the team on 
the guidelines in “Best Approaches: Child Protection and Violence Against Women” and offer the 
same to other teams in the South Island by March 31, 2008.

MCFD staff names, titles and signatures have been omitted to protect confidentiality.
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This is a clinical checklist of risk factors for spousal assault developed by the British Columbia 
Institute Against Family Violence. It is an assessment guide or checklist comprising 20 individual items 
identified as risk factors.

The 20 items included in the Spousal Assault Risk Assessment are:

Offender Criminal History

•	 Past assault of family members

•	 Past assault of strangers or acquaintances

•	 Past violations of conditional release or community supervision

Offender Psychosocial Adjustment

•	 Recent relationship problems

•	 Recent employment problems

•	 Victim of an/or witness to family violence as a child or adolescent

•	 Recent substance abuse/dependence

•	 Recent suicidal or homicidal ideation/intent

•	 Recent psychotic and/or manic symptoms

•	 Personality disorder with anger, impulsiveness, or behavioural instability

Offender Spousal Assault History

•	 Past physical assault

•	 Past sexual assault/sexual jealousy

•	 Past use of weapons and/or credible threats of death

•	 Recent escalation in frequency or severity of assault

•	 Past violation of “no contact” orders

•	 Extreme minimization or denial of spousal assault history

•	 Attitudes that support or condone spousal assault

Offender Alleged (Current) Offence

•	 Severe and/or sexual assault

•	 Use of weapons and/or credible threats of death

•	 Violation of “no contact” order

Appendix C: Spousal Assault Risk 
Assessment (SARA)
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Under the Criminal Code, peace bonds and no contact orders are attached to judicial release 
and sentences, and are the main mechanisms by which children can be afforded protection. 

Peace Bonds
Section 810 of the Criminal Code authorizes a justice of the peace or a provincial court judge 
to require an individual to enter into a peace bond, also known as an 810 recognizance, when 
reasonable grounds exist to believe that the individual will cause injury to or damage the 
property of another person or his/her spouse or child. A peace bond, at a minimum, requires 
an individual to keep the peace and be of good behaviour, with or without sureties, for a 
period of 12 months. A provincial court judge or justice of the peace may add the following 
conditions to a peace bond:

•	 A prohibition on possessing firearms, weapons, ammunition and explosives

•	 Non-attendance at specified locations i.e., places frequented by a child such as home, 
school, recreational venues

•	 Non-communication with the person who fears for his/her safety and/or that person’s 
spouse or child

Bail/Release Orders and Sentences
No contact provisions can be attached to bail/release orders and to sentences. Unlike in a 
peace bond, an individual has to be charged with or convicted of a criminal offence to receive 
bail/release orders. Most relevant to the protection of children include conditions to abstain 
from communicating with specified individuals, to refrain from going to any place specified 
in the order, or any other condition that the judge considers necessary to protect a victim, 
witness or other identified vulnerable person.

In the civil context, the Family Relations Act (FRA) and the Child, Family and Community 
Service Act (CFCSA), both authorize various protection orders in relation to children.

Appendix D: Descriptions of Court Orders 
Used in Domestic Violence
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Family Relations Act
Under the FRA, there are three mechanisms that may provide protection to children in 
circumstances of domestic violence: a restraining order, an order prohibiting interference with 
a child, and an order restricting access to a premise occupied by a child. Unlike the Criminal 
Code, orders under the FRA are not available at large but are restricted to a relationship dealt 
with under the FRA, namely a parent and a spouse.

Child, Family and Community Service Act
The CFCSA provides Section 28 which authorizes the court to grant a protection intervention 
order if there are reasonable grounds to believe that contact between a child and anther person 
would cause the child to need protection as defined under s. 13(1)(a) to (e) or (i) of the CFCSA.

Subsections 98(1)(a)(b) of the CFCSA authorize the court to grant a restraining order if there 
are reasonable grounds to believe that a person has encouraged, helped, inveigled or coerced 
a child in care, a child in the custody of a person under a temporary custody order, or a youth 
on a youth agreement to engage in prostitution.
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Ministry of Children and Family Development Records
•	 Sunny Park’s family service file

•	 Reportable circumstances report 

•	 File review report

•	 Integrated Practice Analysis Tracking System regarding implementation of file review 
recommendations 

•	 Director’s case practice audit report, Vancouver Island Region, Esquimalt/Victoria/Saanich Intake 
and Family Services Team 2 [Jutland Road Office] May 30, 2008

Ministry of Children and Family Development Policy and Standards
•	 The Risk Assessment Model for Child Protection in British Columbia, 1996

•	 Child and Family Development Service Standards, Nov. 2003

•	 Family Development Response or Investigation, Determining the Most Appropriate Response to 
Child Protection Reports, Dec. 2004

•	 Best Practice Approaches, Child Protection and Violence Against Women, May 2004

•	 Quality Assurance Standards, May 2004 

•	 Child Welfare Practitioner Training Curriculum, 2007/2008

Ministry of Children and Family Development, other documents
•	 BC Handbook for Action on Child Abuse and Neglect (n.d.)

•	 Family Development Response/Investigation Screening Tool Version 2, Vancouver Island Region

•	 Investigation of Domestic Violence/Child Abuse/Neglect Protocol, 2009, Draft

Medical Records
•	 Vancouver Island Health Authority, hospital records for Christian

•	 Vancouver Island Health Authority, hospital records for Sunny Park

Appendix E: Documents Reviewed during 
the Representative’s Investigation



Appendices

September 2009  	 Honouring Christian Lee – No Private Matter: Protecting Children Living With Domestic Violence	 81

Police Records
•	 Victoria Police Department, video/audio recordings of interview with Peter Lee July 31, 2007

•	 Victoria Police Department, video/audio recordings of interviews with Sunny Park July 31, 2007 
and Aug. 1, 2007

•	 Victoria Police Department, Peter Lee’s police records

•	 Victoria Police Department, Policy/Procedure Manual, 1994 amended March 2009

•	 Oak Bay Police Department, Peter Lee’s police records 

•	 Oak Bay Police Department, Sunny Park’s police records

BC Coroners Service 
•	 Inquest into the deaths of Christian’s family members. April 28 – May 7, 2008

Ministry of Attorney General, Criminal Justice Branch
•	 Crown Counsel Policy on Spousal Assault, 2000

•	 Crown Counsel Clear Statement, attached as exhibit to affidavit sworn May 21, 2008 for judicial 
review in BC Supreme Court 

•	 Transcripts of Peter Lee’s criminal court proceedings, August 29, 2007 

Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General
•	 Referral Policy for Victims of Power-Based Crimes: Family Violence, Sexual Assault, and Criminal 

Harassment, 2007

•	 Violence Against Women in Relationships, Information Bulletin for Police, 2006 

Other Materials 
•	 Nova Scotia High-Risk Case Coordination Protocol Framework Spousal/Intimate Partner Violence. 

(2004). Departments of Justice, Public Prosecution and Community Services.

•	 Fourth Annual Report of the Domestic Violence Death Review Committee. (2006). Office of the 
Chief Coroner, Province of Ontario.

•	 Sixth Annual Report of the Domestic Violence Death Review Committee. (2008). Office of the Chief 
Coroner, Province of Ontario.

•	 Keeping Women Safe: Eight Critical Components of an Effective Justice Response to Domestic 
Violence. (2008). Critical Components Project Team, B.C. 

•	 Best Practice Approaches, Child Protection and Violence Against Women: A Curriculum for Child 
Protection Workers. (2008). Draft copy. Jill Cory. 
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•	 In the Best Interests of Children and Mothers: A Proposed Welfare Response to Violence Against 
Women. (2003). Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses. 

•	 Developing a Dialogue: A Preliminary Discussion Paper on Child Protection Issues in Cases Involving 
Violence Against Women and Children. (2000). Discussion Paper.

•	 A Handbook for Police Responding to Domestic Violence – Promoting Safer Communities by 
Integrating Research and Practice. (2004).

Legislation
•	 Alberta Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act. (2000). Edmonton, AB: Queen’s Printer.

•	 British Columbia Family Relations Act. (1996). Victoria, BC: Queen’s Printer.

•	 British Columbia Representative for Children and Youth Act. (2006). Victoria, BC: Queen’s Printer.

•	 British Columbia Child, Family and Community Services Act. (1996). Victoria, BC: Queen’s Printer.

•	 Manitoba Child and Family Services Act. (1985). Winnipeg, MB: Queen’s Printer. 

•	 New Brunswick Family Services Act. (1983). Fredericton, NB: Queen’s Printer.

•	 North West Territories Child and Family Services Act. (1997). Yellowknife, NWT: Territorial Printer.

•	 Nova Scotia Children and Family Services Act. (1990). Halifax, NS: Queen’s Printer. 

•	 Newfoundland Child Youth and Family Services Act. (1998). St. John’s, NL: Queen’s Printer.

•	 Nunavut Child and Family Services Act. (1997). Iqaluit, NU: Queen’s Printer.

•	 Ontario Child and Family Services Act. (1990). Ottawa, ON: Queen’s Printer. 

•	 Prince Edward Island Child Protection Act. (2003). Charlottetown, PEI: Queen’s Printer. 

•	 Quebec Youth Protection Act. (2009, revised). Quebec, QC: Official Publisher of Quebec.

•	 Saskatchewan Child and Family Services Act. (1989-90). Regina, SK: Queen’s Printer.

•	 Yukon Children’s Act. (2002). Whitehorse, YK: Queen’s Printer. 
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Staff of the Ministry of Children and Family Development

•	 Social Worker

•	 After Hours Social Worker

•	 Acting Team Leader

•	 Team Leader

•	 Director of Integrated Practice, Vancouver Island

•	 Director of Child Welfare Policy Team, Provincial Office

•	 Manager of Child Welfare Policy Team, Provincial Office

•	 Director of Regional Council Support Team, Provincial Office

•	 Director of Learning and Development, Provincial Office

•	 Community Services Manager, Southern Vancouver Island

Staff of the Victoria Police Department

•	 Police Sergeant

•	 Police Constable

•	 Manager of Information and Privacy Section 

Other

•	 Sunny Park’s lawyer

•	 Lawyer, trusted acquaintance of both Sunny and Peter

•	 Two psychologists who counselled Sunny and Peter

Appendix F: Interviews Conducted During 
the Representative’s Investigation
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Under Part 4 of the Representative for Children and Youth Act (see Appendix A: Representative 
for Children and Youth Act) the Representative is responsible for investigating critical injuries and 
deaths of children who have received reviewable services from the Ministry for Children and Family 
Development (MCFD) within the 12 months before the injury or death. The Act provides for the 
appointment of a Multidisciplinary Team to assist in this function, and a Regulation outlines the terms 
of appointment of members of the Team.

The purpose of the Multidisciplinary Team is to support the Representative’s Investigations and 
Review program, providing guidance, expertise and consultation in analyzing data resulting from 
investigation and reviews of injuries and deaths of children who fall within the mandate of the Office, 
and formulating recommendations for improvements to child-serving systems for the Representative 
to consider. The overall goal is prevention of injuries and deaths through the study of how and why 
children are injured or die and the impact of service delivery on the events leading up to the critical 
incident. Members meet at least quarterly.

The Multidisciplinary Team brings together expertise from the following areas and organizations:

•	 Ministry of Children and Family Development, Child Protection

•	 policing

•	 Coroners Service

•	 BC Injury Research Prevention Unit

•	 Aboriginal community

•	 pediatric medicine and child maltreatment/child protection specialization

•	 nursing

•	 education

•	 pathology

•	 special needs and development disabilities

•	 public health

Appendix G: Multidisciplinary Team
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Multidisciplinary Team Members
Dr. Evan Adams – Dr. Adams is the Aboriginal Health Physician Advisor for the Office of the 
Provincial Health Officer, as well as a family physician. He is a Masters candidate at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, a past-president of the Rediscovery International Foundation,  
and a Youth Advisory Committee member at the Vancouver Foundation. He is a member of the  
Coast Salish Sliammon First Nation.

Dr. Geoff Appleton – Dr. Appleton is Past-President of the BC Medical Association and an established 
family physician in Terrace. A significant part of his practice involves the medical care of children and 
youth, including those of Aboriginal descent. He also served as the Medical Director of the Terrace 
Child Development Centre for many years, and has expertise in working with children and youth  
with developmental disabilities and fetal alcohol spectrum disorder.

Karen Blackman – Ms Blackman is currently the Senior Director of Practice Support and Quality 
Assurance with the Ministry of Children and Family Development. She has 21 years of experience 
including work as a social worker, team leader, practice analyst and community services manager  
in the ministry. Ms Blackman holds a Bachelor of Social Work degree and a Master of Arts in 
Leadership and Training.

Beverley Clifton Percival – Ms Percival is from the Gitxsan Nation, and is a negotiator with the Gitxsan 
Hereditary Chief’s Office in Hazelton. She holds a degree in Anthropology and Sociology and is currently 
completing a Master of Arts degree at UNBC in First Nations Language and Territory. Ms Percival has 
worked as a researcher, museum curator, and instructor at the college and university level.

Les Dukowski – Mr. Dukowski is a past-president of the B.C. Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ 
Association. He has taught for a total of 34 years, 22 of which have been as a school principal or  
vice-principal. Mr. Dukowski has coauthored a mathematics textbook series and contributed to the 
1988 Sullivan Royal Commission on Education.

Ruby Fraser – Ms Fraser is Regional Director, Quality and Risk Management for the Northern Health 
Authority, monitoring health care incidents across the continuum from community to acute care.

Dr. Jean Hlady – Dr. Hlady is a clinical professor in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of 
British Columbia’s Faculty of Medicine. She is also a practising pediatrician at BC Children’s Hospital 
and has been the Director of the Child Protection Service Unit for 21 years, providing comprehensive 
assessments of children in cases of suspected abuse or neglect. Dr. Hlady also served on the 
Multidisciplinary Team for the Children’s Commission.

Norm Leibel – Mr. Leibel is the Deputy Chief Coroner for the BC Coroners Service, who has 25 years  
of policing experience and 17 years as a coroner. Mr. Leibel has examined the circumstances around 
child deaths in criminal and non-criminal settings, with the goal of preventing similar deaths in 
similar circumstances in the future. Mr. Leibel was a member of the Multidisciplinary Team for the 
Children’s Commission.
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Sharron Lyons – With 32 years in the field of paediatric nursing, Ms. Lyons currently 
works as a Registered Nurse at the BC Children’s Hospital, is past-president and current 
treasurer of the Emergency Nurses Group of BC, and is an instructor in the provincial 
Paediatric Emergency Nursing program. Her professional focus has been the assessment 
and treatment of ill or injured children. She has also contributed to the development of 
effective child safety programs for organizations like the BC Crime Prevention Association, 
the Youth Against Violence Line, the Block Parent Program of Canada and the BC Block 
Parent Society.

Russ Nash – Mr. Nash is currently the Officer-in-Charge of a Major Crime Section with  
the RCMP. He has expertise in extensive criminal investigations and, in particular, in 
homicide investigations. He has been involved in a variety of RCMP programs focused on 
youth, including the D.A.R.E. program, and also volunteers as a coach and manager  
of youth sports teams.

Dr. Ian Pike – Dr. Pike is the Director of the BC Injury Research and Prevention Unit and 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Paediatrics in the Faculty of Medicine at the 
University of British Columbia. His work has been focused on the trends and prevention  
of unintentional and intentional injury among children and youth.

Dr. Dan Straathof – Dr. Straathof is a forensic pathologist and an expert in the 
identification, documentation and interpretation of disease and injury to the human  
body. He is a member of the medical staff at the Royal Columbian Hospital, consults for 
the BC Children’s Hospital, and assists the BC Coroners service on an ongoing basis.
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